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Investing for Impact in SDG Projects:
Related Cases from SIDS



Founding Partner of Island Impact

(hands-on sustainable development
projects for positive impact on islands)

Previously:

• 2016-2019 Director UNDP’s Centre for SIDS

• 2007-2016 World Bank Group

• 2000-2007 Startup Squarewise

• 1995-2000 Heineken, L’Oreal

Look who’s talking…
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Let’s hear from you!

1.Connect to WIFI

2. Go to 
www.PollEv.com/smartislands
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Audience Polling Results: 
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Audience Polling Results: 
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Audience Polling Results: 
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My Observations re SDGs and SIDS

• The SDGs are a great way to enable islands around the world 
to speak a common language as they address their similar 
challenges:
• Reliability on imports

• Diversification of the economy

• Vulnerability to climate change

• Waste management

• Reversing the brain drain

• Access to finance

• …

• The SDGs provide a coherent framework to make investment 
impact measurable and globally comparable.
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My Observations re SDGs and SIDS

• In my experience working with/for SIDS, 
SDGs are often:

• Too abstract with low local awareness; often 
not linked to tangible issues on the ground;

• Often a focus on the branding without much 
real change;

• Not driving sustainable development, but 
labels added on retroactively. 

• However, the awareness of SDGs and their 
adoption in new initiatives is strongly increasing 
and will continue to grow.
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Read more here.

https://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/guest-articles/smart-sids-share-sdgs-5-tips-for-islands-to-leverage-its-most-renewable-resource-for-the-2030-agenda/
https://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/guest-articles/smart-sids-share-sdgs-5-tips-for-islands-to-leverage-its-most-renewable-resource-for-the-2030-agenda/


Private sector is increasingly
adopting SDGs 
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Read more here.

https://www.pwc.com/gx/en/sustainability/SDG/SDG%20Research_FINAL.pdf
https://www.pwc.com/gx/en/sustainability/SDG/SDG%20Research_FINAL.pdf
https://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/guest-articles/smart-sids-share-sdgs-5-tips-for-islands-to-leverage-its-most-renewable-resource-for-the-2030-agenda/


Let’s look at some SDG-related island cases
and their lessons…

(click on images for links to more info)
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Leveraging national SDG efforts 
→ e.g. Aruba SDG Commission
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http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/COE-Case-Study-in-Sustainable-Development-One-Happy-Island-working-towards-One-Happy-Planet.-Lessons-Learned-by-the-SDG-Commission-of-Aruba-2019-1.pdf


Working horizontally to engage key partners for SDGs
→ e.g. “Financing the Resilience of SIDS” Conference
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http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Financing-for-Resilience-of-SIDS-conf-Knowledge-doc.pdf


Working vertically to engage key SDG stakeholders 
→ e.g. Build Back Better Week SXM
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https://vimeo.com/267342090


Working vertically to engage key SDG stakeholders 
→ e.g. Build Back Better Week SXM
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http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/COE-BBB-case-StMaarten.pdf


Increasing impact by multi-SDGs approach
→ e.g. Belmont Estate, Grenada
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http://www.sustainablesids.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/COE-Case-Study-in-Sustainable-Tourism-Tourists-Invited-to-the-Farm-Table-Belmont-Estate-Grenada-2019.pdf


Making it known through smart communications
→ e.g. The Palau Pledge
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http://webtv.un.org/watch/localising-sdg-implementation-in-islands-sdg-action-zone-during-the-high-level-week-27-september-2019/6090132647001/


Thank you.
Questions?
Contact me on LinkedIn

Arno Boersma (Island Impact)
www.linkedin.com/in/arnoboersma


