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Source:  World Economic Forum, Global Competitiveness 
Report 2017 - 2018.
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62 universities 
More than 227,000 students 

enrolled

60 facilities nationwide
32,004 people trained in 2015

223 institutions
More than 103,610 students enrolled

Sources: CINDE based on data from MEP, INA, CONARE and Universities’ Registry Departments, 2016



Source: CINDE survey to multinational companies. 2015
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2.000 people

If you had the right talent, 
right now, how much would 
you grow in Costa Rica?

2.600 people

Source: CINDE, CID Gallup survey, PWC, CONARE, MEP, 

INA, 2016. 2017-2019 projected data



Over the past several years, CINDE has established 

a strong relationship between industry and academia 

triggering and further enhancing the creation 

of specialized, tailored skills & curricula required by 

leading companies to succeed.



• Curricula review in highly demanded areas in light of needs 

from companies. Portfolio development for knowledge transfer. 

General Managers groups by sub-sector:

• Strategic review of investment climate and 

competitiveness issues.

Examples:

• Outside of GMA strategic proposal group

• Corporate Services 5.0

Other specialized working groups:

• R&D.

• SAP Education strategy.

• Facilities.

HR Managers group 

• Targeted working groups.

• Best practice sharing.



✓ 50+ areas of specialization covered by existing academic programs of 

relevance for the High Tech Manufacturing and Services Sectors (at a technical, 

university and post graduate levels).

✓ 20+ “tailor made” projects developed at a technical level (technical high 

schools and INA) based on companies´ needs.

✓ 20+ specific initiatives with local universities (specialization + companies´

alliances).



Specialized programs developed with international institutions, 

companies´ support & local academia (public & private)



Companies:

Local academia:

• Cybersecurity

• Big Data 

• Analytics

http://www.google.co.cr/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=SGk6kAO0rWfdKM&tbnid=38GNj6G-fd-PLM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.cigarrillos-electricos.com/2012/08/05/cigarrillos-electronicos-wal-mart/&ei=cDRbUdq6A8Xt2wXIr4D4DA&psig=AFQjCNGPxXm99Ix56rR4FYgQ_KW9w8crfQ&ust=1365018096228943




The Future of Jobs Report 

(WEF) predicts current trends 

can lead to 5.1 million jobs lost 

between 2015–2020.

BUT total gain of 2 million jobs, 

in Computer, Mathematical, 

Architecture and Engineering 

related fields.

USA is the largest market for 

education

US for-profit education revenue more 

than doubled in the last decade

Participation in higher education 

increased dramatically across Latin 

America and the Caribbean. Currently 

at 11-12% of global enrolment.

There have been a total 

of 448 projects in the 

Education sector over the 

last five years.

Investments have created 

21,582 jobs

USA, UK & Japan are the 

largest source markets

PA Consulting Study for CINDE. 2016



• Some are experiencing funding 

cuts in R&D

• Seeking to diversify revenue 

streams by setting up overseas 

campuses

• Enhancing rankings

• Providing a more holistic & global

view to students

Behaving like consumers

• Academic rankings

• Price comparison websites

• Seeking a more holistic

product

• Employability & learning 

experience 

StudentsUnivesities



“Costa Rica holds first position in Latin America and the 

eight globally as favorite destination of studies by the 

United States citizens.”

In 2015, 9,300 college students from the United States 

chose Costa Rica as their learning destination.

Source: Institute of International Education, Open Doors 2016



Costa Rica 

Training need

Universities with

internacionalization

strategy

Track-record

developer in 

CR

• of academic

offering in Costa Rica

• meetings 

with investing companies

in the country

• Research & insights on
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